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AGRICULTURAL WEATHER OUTLOOK: OCTOBER 8 TO 

14, 2020: 

SCARCE PRECIPITATIONS, COUPLED WITH A 

MODERATE ENTRY OF POLAR WINDS. FINAL 

PROLONGUED PERIOD OF WARM TEMPERATURES. 

At the beginning of the current perspective, the entry of a storm front will bring scarce precipitations 

to most part of the agricultural area, with the exception of some moderate values over the center of 

Buenos Aires and Uruguay. Coupled with the front, the arrival of polar winds will moderately drop 

temperatures. There will be chances of frosts over the west and south of the Ag. region. Later on, a 

vigorous entry of tropical winds will raise highs above normal during several days. The Atlantic Littoral, 

however, will receive the entry of sea winds.  
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CORN 

During the last week, the sowing of corn has begun to slow down in the center of the agricultural area. The 

lack of surface soil moisture in the provinces of Córdoba and Santa Fe, risks the concretion of the area 

projected with early corn. To date, corn is 20.8% planted out of final area estimated at 6.3 M hectares. In 

absolute numbers, the area is down 200,000 hectares YoY (Campaign 2019/20: 6.5 M hectares). To date, 

planting maintains an interannual delay of 3.4 percentage points. 

SUNFLOWER 

To date, sunflower is 19.7% planted. Weekly and YoY progress are estimated at 1,5 and -16,4 percentage 

points, respectively.  This YoY delay is in part due to the lack of rainfalls towards the center of the agricultural 

area. Simultaneously, towards the south of the area, surface soil moisture is good, but the low temperatures 

delay planting activities. With regard to the growth of the crop, recovery after the frosts is difficult due to lack 

of rainfalls both in the NEA region and in the north-center of Santa Fe. 

WHEAT 

After last week´s intense frosts, the bad condition of the crops in the mid-west of the agricultural area has 

risen by 10 percentage points. This increase results not only from the lack of rainfalls, but also from the 

advanced growth stage of the cereal, which is more sensitive to damage due to low temperatures.  At the 

same time, towards the south of the agricultural area, more than 90% of the area maintains a condition 

ranging from normal to excellent. Despite the frosts, crops are both in good moisture condition and at an 

early development stage, thus they are more resistant to these events. 

BARLEY 

The water supply improves in a large part of the 900,000 hectares planted during the current campaign. The 

most benefited areas were the province of Buenos Aires, La Pampa and the south belt, registering rainfalls 

of up to 100 mm. However, and with the exception of the southern end of the region, the moisture condition 

in Córdoba and the North belt is between regular and dry while the crop is at heading stage. At the same 

time, towards the south of the agricultural area, the crop shows signs of recovery after last Sunday´s frosts. 

Currently the entire area is at reproductive stage. 
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